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Biodiversity Questionnaire

Name of Legal Entity:      						

1. How are you maintaining wildlife on the farm? 

I provide the following:

|_| corridors for safe passage of wildlife 
|_| wildlife-friendly fences 
|_| undisturbed, well-drained soil for ground-nesting bees / woody refuges for tunnel-nesting bees
|_| large blocks of habitat 
|_| natural roosting, denning, nesting, foraging sites 
|_| niches for wildlife that use short, medium and tall habitat 
For support species on site, I do the following: 

|_| avoid nests during breeding season 
|_| leave un-harvested strips for wildlife food/cover 
|_| flood fallow fields for habitat value 
|_| recognize priority species/habitat and create protection plans 
|_| other:      

2. How are you restoring and/or protecting natural areas? 

I conserve and/or restore the following areas on-site: 

|_| woodlands 
|_| grasslands 
|_| riparian habitat 
|_| wetland areas 
|_| standing deadwood/ fallen/rotting trees 
|_| native plants/wildlife historically present 
|_| allow degraded areas to be recolonized 
|_| have not converted High Conservation Value areas to cropland 
|_| establish legal conservation areas 
|_| other:      
	
3. How do you manage water for the needs of crops, livestock, native species, and riparian ecosystems? 

I conserve water by doing the following: 

|_| plant regionally appropriate crops/varieties 
|_| plant drought-tolerant natives 
|_| use efficient irrigation 
|_| schedule irrigations/avoid over drafting groundwater/facilitate recharge 
|_| monitor soil moisture encourage infiltration in fields and pastures 
|_| locate ponds correctly (adhere to federal/state regulations) 
I do the following to share my water resources: 

|_| provide clean water sources for drinking/bathing/nest building 
|_| manage water for priority species (rare fish/amphibians/birds/beavers) 
|_| use fish screens 
|_| retain/restore riparian buffers/wetlands/wildlife habitats 
|_| protect/improve natural hydrology/ecological function of riparian areas 
|_| other:       

4. How do you control invasive plant/animal species, especially those that threaten natural areas? 

|_| learn about invasives 
|_| use weed- and pest-free seed, planting stock, soil amendments, and mulches 
|_| monitor for new introductions and control immediately 
|_| suppress invasives before they spread using organic methods 
|_| other:      

5. How do you increase soil organic matter and fertility and reduce pests to promoting soil biodiversity?

|_| plant cover crops 
|_| practice crop rotations 
|_| add compost 
|_| apply manure 
|_| alternate shallow and deeprooted crops 
|_| alternate light- and heavy-feeding crops 
|_| use nitrogen-fixing crops 
|_| utilize intercropping 
|_| other:      

6. How do you keep soils from eroding to conserve the soil resource? 

I keep my soil covered by doing the following: 

|_| allow non-invasive plants in fencerows/ditches/understory 
|_| no more than 2 weeks uncovered during wet season 
|_| allow covers in natural areas 
I protect my soil by planting the following: 

|_| crops on contour 
|_| cover crops 
|_| strip crops 
|_| grassed waterways 
|_| riparian vegetation 
|_| windbreaks 
I minimize compaction on my soil by doing the following:
 
|_| reduce tillage 
|_| avoid working saturated soils 
|_| rotate crops 
I protect my soil by avoiding the following:

|_| steep slopes 
|_| Highly Erodible Land (HEL) 
|_| over-irrigation 
|_| other:      

7. What practices do you use to protect water quality? 

I reduce pollution on site by doing the following: 

|_| establish grassed waterways/terraces/riparian buffers/wetlands to filter water 
|_| calculate nutrient budgets 
|_| prevent nutrient leaching from over-irrigation 
|_| increase organic matter for better infiltration 
|_| store compost/fertilizer away from water 
I reduce pollution on site by using the following: 

|_| stream crossings/brush mattresses 
|_| sediment basins 
|_| other:      

8. How do you support biodiversity in annual and perennial cropping systems? 

I do the following on-site: 

|_| diverse mixtures of native trees/ shrubs/grasses/forbs 
|_| hedgerows 
|_| windbreaks 
|_| insectary plants 
|_| blooming mixed crops 
|_| cover crops 
|_| crop rotations 
|_| intercropping 
|_| brush piles 
|_| allow non-invasive plants in fencerows/ditches/ understory 
|_| replace weedy areas with native plants 
|_| other:     

9. What actions do you take to provide food, habitat, or shelter for predatory insects, wasp parasitoids, spiders and other arthropods, bats, and birds?

I provide/keep the following wildlife habitat during all the production season: 

|_| blooming mixed crops 
|_| cover crops 
|_| hedgerows 
|_| windbreaks 
|_| flowers interspersed in crops, or at the ends of crop rows 
|_| provide a balanced and extended food supply with mixed flowering plants before and after the crop 
|_| stagger mowing/tilling practices 
|_| manage fallow fields for wildlife 
|_| install bird/bat boxes 
|_| other:       
Date Created/Updated:      			Completed/Updated  By:      
DECLARATION: By checking the box below, as authorized agent for the Applicant, I declare that all of the below and attached information is true and correct. I understand that this document must be maintained with the certifier by notifying them of any deviation or changes in planned operation through updating and submitting a modified plan.	|_| Confirmed
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